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Good afternoon Bethany Church Family, 

I hope all of you are safe and doing well.  As I write this letter, I realize this has been a 
trying and stretching year for all of us and for some of you a very difficult year.  I 
personally want to thank you for being so gracious to me and the leadership team.  
We have worked diligently and prayerfully to make decisions on how to best continue 
to have our church doors open to worship together in person, while we also honor 
our government.  

As you know Governor DeWine has mandated the use of facemasks for all those in 
public facilities who do not qualify as an exception (see below).   With this new 
mandate the leadership team feels it is our responsibility to recommend that 
everyone use masks during services and any other gatherings in the church building 
starting July 26.  However, if you are not wearing a mask, it will be our understanding 
that it is due to a health reason.  The church will continue to meet for both Sunday 
school and morning services.  Sunday school teachers will be wearing masks, 
however, they will not be required to wear masks while speaking.  Ushers and 
greeters will be wearing masks.  This is a difficult decision for us to make and one that 
we do not take lightly.  We may not all agree on every aspect of this mandate, but we 
know we all love the church and desire its health and unity.   In addition, we 
understand that there are many different opinions on this, but I urge you as a 
believers to stand up against Satan who is using this to cause division among us.  
Remember that Ephesians 6:12 states,  “for we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”  

I pray that we can love each other, and respect each other’s differences of opinion, so 
that we can stand together as one body to keep our focus on our mission: to exalt  

“Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ” 
Titus 2:13



Jesus Christ by following Him in obedience.  The church is called to love God and 
love people, to encourage one another to stand firm in the faith and to reach the lost 
with the message of Christ.  All around us there are people living and dying in fear.  
There are potentially lost persons that are not ready to face eternity.  Now is NOT a 
time to focus on our differences, no matter what our opinions are on COVID-19,  but 
to band together as a church as one body taking the gospel of peace to those around 
our community and to be a light in the midst of darkness.  The motivation behind 
every decision we make should always be love and faith, not fear.  Knowing that our 
God is in control, we are not afraid of the pandemic, the government failure, criticism 
or anything else.  We need to always act out of our love for God and our love for the 
people he created.  2 Timothy 1:7 states, “God has not given us a spirit of fear: 
instead he has given us a spirit of power and love and self control.”  We must remain 
calm, confident and loving.  We need to be asking, “how can I best show love to my 
community, to my fellow believers, and to my family?”   Brothers and sisters, we do 
not exist to proclaim, defend, and live by our political thoughts. We exist to glorify 
God by coming together in unity to worship Him. Let us strive together to preserve 
and build up the unity of Bethany, that we might come together to worship and honor 
Christ as one body.   

In the conversations you have with other people in our church and community, please 
join us in helping them to understand why we are following this mandate, and 
encourage them to be an active participant in building the unity of the body.  We 
need to be remembering that nothing can stand against Christ’s church, not even the 
gates of hell.  Thank you again for your prayers and all of your support.  I and the 
leadership team love each and every one of you and we are praying for you as you 
also make decisions on how best to care for your family in this time. 

May the God of all peace richly bless you, 

Pastor Matt Zook and the Leadership Team 



Ohio mandate requirements All individuals in Ohio must wear facial coverings in public 
at all times when:  

• At an indoor location that is not a residence  

• Outdoors, but unable to maintain six-foot social distance from people who are not 
household members  

• Waiting for, riding, driving, or operating public transportation, such as a taxi, a car service, or 
a private car used for ridesharing. The order only requires those 10 years old or older to wear 
a mask. Additional exclusions include:   

• Those with a medical condition or a disability or those communicating with someone with a 
disability; • Those who are actively exercising or playing sports;  

• Those who are officiants at religious services;  

• Those who are actively involved in public safety; or  

• Those who are actively eating or drinking. 


